(Ireland,) 



A 

BILL 



For further amending the Laws for the Recovery of Small 
Debts, and the Proceedings for that purpose, in the 
Manor Courts in Ireland. 



W | dfc JR (fc 51 an Act was made in the last Session of Parlia- 
ment, intituled, “ An Act to amend the Laws for the 
“ Recovery of Small Debts, and the proceedings for that purpose, in 
the Manor Courts of Ireland and it is expedient that the said Act 
i - should be amended and rendered more effectual; SBflfc it therefore 
(fcltattclJ by the KING’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the 
Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Com- 
mons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the Authority of 
10 the same, THAT in all cases where the sum sought to be recovered 
under the said Act, shall exceed and shall not 

exceed the sum of the summons or process which 

shall be issued in the name of the Steward or Seneschal of the Manor 
Court, to the person or persons complained against, shall be served 
t 5 upon such person or persons, upon some day not less than 

days before the day appointed for the appearance of such person or 
persons ; and that in all cases where the sum sought to be recovered 
shall exceed every such summons or process 

shall be served upon the person or persons complained against, upon 
20 some day not less than days before the day appointed 

for the appearance of such person or persons ; and that in either of 
such cases, any person or persons so complained against shall and may 
be required by such summons to appear at any Court to be holden by 
such Seneschal or Steward within such Manor, on any such day to be 
named in such summons, as shall be at a sufficient distance from the 
467. date 



Preamble : 

7 Geo. IV. 

c. 41 , for 

regulating 

ManorCourt*, 

requires 

Amendment. 



Summons if 
Debt exceeds 
10 1 . and not 
100 /. shall be 
served seven 
days before 
day of 
appearance} 



and 14 days 
if the Debt 
exceeds 100/. 



Day of ap- 
pearance to be 
mentioned in 
Summons. 
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date of such summons as to allow for such service ; and every such 

Service of summons shall be served bv the deliverer of such summons to the 
Summons. J 

person or persons summoned, or by leaving such summons at the usual 

place of abode of such person or persons j and if any such summons 
shall not in the several cases be served according to the directions of 5 
this Act, the same shall be and become null and void to all intents and 
purposes. 



Where sum 
recovered 
shall not 
exceed 40 s. 
Juiy may ex- 
amine the 
parties, and 
apportion the 
payment by 
Instalments. 



25 Geo. 3. 
(f.) c. 44. 



s. 7, 8. 
Execution 
may be re- 
turnable on 
any. Court 
day after 
Decree, and 
may be re- 
newed, as 
justice 
requires. 



And be it further Enacted, That in all cases where the sum sued for, 
or for which a verdict shall be given in any Manor Court, shall not 
exceed the sum of it shall and may be lawful for io 

the Court and Jury to examine the plaintiff and defendant or either of 
them upon oath, if they shall think proper so to do; and it shall also be 
lawful for the Jury in and by their verdict, to direct that payment of the 
sum for which their verdict shall be given, shall be made by the defen- 
dant with or without the costs, by such weekly or monthly instalments l 5 
or in such pioportions, and within such time not exceeding 
as such Jury shall think fitting and convenient ; and in such cases it shall 
be lawful for the Seneschal or Steward of any such Court to stay the 
issuing of the decree for any space of time not more than 
calendar months ; provided the defendant shall undertake to pay the 20 
amount of the sum for which such verdict shall be given, with the costs, 

(if any) by such installments or in such proportions as shall be directed 
by the verdict of such J ury ; and such decree shall be stayed ac- 
cordingly, until default be made by the defendant in the payment of 
some one instalment, and shall then only issue for the balance due, 25 
with such costs as such Seneschal or Steward shall think fitting. 

AND whereas by an Act made in the Parliament of Ireland , in the 
twenty-fifth year of the reign of his late Majesty King George the Third, 
for the more speedy and easy Recovery of Small Debts in the Manor 
Courts in Ireland, it is among other things enacted, That the Seneschal 30 
or Steward of any such Court shall issue execution on verdicts and 
decrees in such Courts returnable on the next Court day; and that no 
renewal of any execution shall be granted in any case where an execu- 
tion shall be obtained, and not executed, unless it shall first appear to 
such Seneschal or Steward on oath, that the party applying for such 33 
renewal had really and truly used legal and necessary diligence in order ° J 
to have such former execution executed ; BE it Enacted, That from 
and after it shall be lawful for the Seneschal or 

Steward of any such Court to issue execution on any verdict or decree 
returnable at any Court day after the verdict or decree given or made ; 
and also to issue or grant any renewal of any execution, in any case 
where such renewal shall appear to such Seneschal or Steward to be re- 
quisite for obtaining justice to the party on whose behalf such renewal 
shall be applied for. 

And 
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And be it further Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for the Tl .; a ] ma y 
Seneschal or Steward of any Manor Court, upon application of either of 4rf *™ 1 - 
the parties in any action, to postpone or defer the Trial of the cause 
until the next or any subsequent Court day after such application shall 
be made, if ho shall think fit in his discretion so to do ; and that in all Incamabove 
cases where the sum sued for shall exceed the Trial ,hJl not takt 

shall not take place until the Court day next after the Court day ap- 
pointed for the appearance of the defendant upon the original summons 
in such action. 



10 And be it further Enacted, That from and after the 

the several Fees and Sums following, shall 
and may be paid by and taken from any person suing or being sued in 
any Manor Court in Ireland, in addition to the Fees specified in the said 
recited Act of the twenty-fifth year of his late Majesty ; that is to say, 

15 To the Registrar of any Manor Court (where there shall be such regis- 
trar), on the taking out of any summons where the sum in demand shall 
not exceed Ten Pounds, the sum of 

where such sum shall exceed Ten Pounds and shall not exceed One 
hundred Pounds, the sum of anc * ' vllere 

20 such sum shall exceed One hundred Pounds, the sum of 

and no more; To the Seneschal or Steward of any Manor on 

Court, upon the making of any decree where the sum recovered shall D«r«. 
not exceed Ten Pounds, the sum of 

where such sum shall exceed Ten Pounds and shall not exceed One 
25 hundred Pounds, the sum of an< ^ "^ iere 

such sum shall exceed One hundred Pounds, the sum of 
and no more. 



Fees to 
Registrar on 
Summons ; 



Provided always, and be it further Enacted, That in cases where the 
jurisdiction of any Manor Court or Courts, with respect to the recovery 
,0 of any sum or suras of money, shall not be limited to any specific 
amount by the grants or charters or other authority under winch any 
such Court or Courts may be respectively held, it shall and may be law- 
ful f or such Court or Courts, and for the Seneschal Steward and Regis- 
trar of any such Court or Courts, to proceed for the recovery of any 

sum or sums of money exceeding , 

in such manner and method and by such process as such Court, or the 
Seneschal or Steward or Registrar and other officers of such Court 
might have done at any time before the passing of the said recited Act 
of the last Session of Parliament ; and in such case it shall be lawful foi 
40 the Seneschal or Steward and for the Registrar of such Court to receive 
and take such Fees as were lawfully payable under such grants or char- 
ters or otherwise, at any time before the passing of the said Act; any 
thing in tire said Act to the contrary in anywise notwithstanding. 



Manor Courts 
having unli- 
mited juris- 
diction as to 
Debts, may 
proceed in 
cases exceed- 
ing 10i. as 
under tlieir 
ancient 
jurisdiction. 



467. 



And 
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For weekly 
payments not 
exceeding ‘ 
2j. 6 d. to 
Debtors in 
custody for 
less than 10/. 
(See Prison 
Act, 

7 Geo. IV. 

C, 74. s, 83.) 



■fe. 

Os 

■^1 
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And be it further Enacted, That in. all cases where any person shall be 
confined or detained in any prison at the suit of any creditor or creditors 
in any Manor Court, for any debt less than the sum of 
it shall be lawful for the Seneschal or Steward of such Court, on the 
application of such debtor, in case such Seneschal or Steward shall think 5 
right, under the circumstances of the case, so to do, to order that the 
creditor or creditors at whose suit such debtor shall be confined or 
imprisoned, shall pay to, such debtor such sum or sums, not exceeding 
the rate of by the week in the whole, at such 

times and in such manner as such Seneschal or Steward shall direct j 10 
and that on failure of payment thereof, as directed by such Seneschal 
or Steward, such debtor shall be forthwith discharged from custody at 
the suit of the creditor or creditors failing to pay the same, 
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